
ST. JOSEPH PRAYERS  
 
Pope Francis’ Prayer to Saint Joseph 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. To you God entrusted his 
only Son; in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. Obtain for us 
grace, mercy and courage, and defend us from every evil. Amen. 

(Composed by Pope Francis in Patris Corde.) 

Litany of Saint Joseph   . 
Lord, have mercy on us   Lord, have mercy on us 
Christ, have mercy on us.   Christ, have mercy on us 
Lord, have mercy on us.   Lord, have mercy on us 
Christ, hear us,    Christ, graciously hear us. 
    
God the Father of heaven,   have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the World, have mercy on us. 
God the Holy Spirit,    have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, one God,    have mercy on us. 
    
Holy Mary,     pray for us. 
St. Joseph,     pray for us. 
Renowned offspring of David,  pray for us. 
Light of Patriarchs,    pray for us. 
Spouse of the Mother of God,  pray for us. 
Chaste guardian of the Virgin,  pray for us. 
Foster father of the Son of God,  pray for us. 
Diligent protector of Christ,   pray for us. 
Head of the Holy Family,   pray for us. 
Joseph most just,    pray for us. 
Joseph most chaste,    pray for us. 
Joseph most prudent,    pray for us. 
Joseph most strong,    pray for us. 
Joseph most obedient,   pray for us. 
Joseph most faithful,    pray for us. 
Mirror of patience,    pray for us. 
Lover of poverty,    pray for us. 
Model of artisans,    pray for us. 
Glory of home life,    pray for us. 
Guardian of virgins,    pray for us. 
Pillar of families,    pray for us. 
Solace of the afflicted,   pray for us. 
Hope of the sick,    pray for us. 
Patron of the dying,    pray for us. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html


Terror of demons,    pray for us. 
Protector of Holy Church,   pray for us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  spare us, O Jesus. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  graciously hear us, O Jesus. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us, O Jesus. 

He made him the lord of his household And prince over all his possessions. 
Let us pray: 
O God, in your ineffable providence you were pleased to choose Blessed Joseph to be the 
spouse of your most holy Mother; grant, we beg you, that we may be worthy to have him for 
our intercessor in heaven whom on earth we venerate as our Protector: You who live and reign 
forever and ever. 

Saint Joseph, pray for us. 
 

St. John Paul IIs’ Prayer to St. Joseph    
O happy man, St. Joseph, whose privilege it was not only to see and hear that God 
whom many a king has longed to see, yet saw not, longed to hear, yet heard not (cf. 
Mt 13:17), but also to carry him in your arms and kiss him, to clothe him and watch 
over him!  

O God, who has conferred upon us a royal priesthood, we pray to you to give us grace 
to minister at your holy altars with hearts as clean and lives as blameless as that 
blessed Joseph who was found to hold in his arms and, with all reverence, carry your 
only begotten Son, born of the Virgin Mary. Enable us this day to receive worthily the 
sacred Body and Blood of your Son, and equip us to win an everlasting reward in the 
world to come. Amen.  

In 1997, St. John Paul II conducted a papal visit to the Shrine of St. Joseph in Kalisz, 
Poland, and informed those in attendance that, before each of his Masses, he prayed 
the following prayer to St. Joseph. 

 

Intercessory Prayer to St. Joseph   Thought to be Over 1900 Years Old 

O St. Joseph whose protection is so great, so strong, so prompt before the Throne of God, I 
place in you all my interests and desires.  O St. Joseph do assist me by your powerful 
intercession and obtain for me from your Divine Son all spiritual blessings through Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord; so that having engaged here below your Heavenly power I may offer my Thanksgiving 
and Homage to the Most Loving of Fathers.  O St. Joseph, I never weary contemplating you and 
Jesus asleep in your arms.  I dare not approach while He reposes near your heart.  Press him to 
my name and kiss His fine Head for me and ask Him to return the Kiss when I draw my dying 
breath.  St. Joseph, Patron of departing souls, pray for us.  Amen. 

Say for nine consecutive mornings for anything you may desire. 
This prayer was found in the fifteenth year of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In 1505 it was 

sent from the Pope to Emperor Charles when he was going into battle. Whoever shall read this 



prayer or hear it or keep it about themselves, shall never die a sudden death, or be drowned, not 

shall poison take effect of them; neither shall they fall into the hands of the enemy; or shall be 

burned in any fire, or shall be overpowered in battle. Say for nine mornings for anything you may 

desire. It has never been known to fail, so be sure you really want what you ask. 
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Prayer to St. Joseph after the Rosary     

To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our tribulation, and having implored the help of your 

most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also. Through that charity which 

bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the paternal love with which 

you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance which 

Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us in our 

necessities. 

O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O 

most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and corrupting influence;  O our 

most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle with the power 

of darkness. 

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God's Holy Church from 

the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant 

protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to 

die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven.    Amen. 

This prayer to Saint Joseph—spouse of the Virgin Mary, foster father of Jesus, and patron saint of 

the universal Church—was composed by Pope Leo XIII in his 1889 encyclical, Quamquam pluries. 

He asked that it be added to the end of the Rosary, especially during the month of October, 

which is dedicated to the Rosary. It may be said after the customary Salve Regina and concluding 

prayer and may also be used to conclude other Marian devotions. 

During the Year of Saint Joseph 

The prayer is ordinarily enriched with a partial indulgence (Handbook of Indulgences, conc. 19). 

During the Year of Saint Joseph, however—which lasts from December 8, 2020 to December 8, 

2021—the use of this prayer has been included among those enriched with a plenary indulgence 

(see Decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary issued Dec. 8, 2020, section E). It may be said on any 

day of the Year of Saint Joseph, but especially on his various feast days or other devotional days 

dedicated to St. Joseph: 

December 27, 2020, the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

March 19, 2021, the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

May 1, 2021, the Optional Memorial of Saint Joseph the Worker, the nineteenth day of each 

month and every Wednesday, the traditional day of the week for devotions to Saint Joseph, "St. 

Joseph Sunday" and suitable days of other liturgical rites in the Eastern Catholic Churches 

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/prayer-to-st-joseph-after-

rosary 

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/prayer-to-st-joseph-after-rosary
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/prayer-to-st-joseph-after-rosary


 

Memorare to St. Joseph 

Remember, O most chaste spouse of the Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who 
implored your help and sought your intercession were left unassisted. 
Full of confidence in your power I fly unto you and beg your protection. 
Despise not O Guardian of the Redeemer my humble supplication, but in your bounty, hear and 
answer me. Amen. 

Memorare to St. Joseph | EWTN 

A Prayer to St. Joseph 

O blessed Joseph, faithful guardian of my Redeemer, Jesus Christ, protector of thy chaste 
spouse, the virgin Mother of God, I choose thee this day to be my special patron and advocate 
and I firmly resolve to honor thee all the days of my life. Therefore I humbly beseech thee to 
receive me as thy client, to instruct me in every doubt, to comfort me in every affliction, to 
obtain for me and for all the knowledge and love of the Heart of Jesus, and finally to defend 
and protect me at the hour of my death. Amen 
 

'I know by experience, ' says St. Teresa of Avila, 'that the glorious St. Joseph assists us generally 
in all necessities. I never asked him for anything which he did not obtain for me. ' 

 
Prayer to St. Joseph the Workman    by Pope St. Pius X 

O Glorious St Joseph, model of all who are devoted to labor, obtain for me the grace to work in 
the spirit of penance in expiation of my many sins; to work conscientiously by placing love of 
duty above my inclinations; to gratefully and joyously deem it an honor to employ and to 
develop by labor the gifts I have received from God, to work methodically, peacefully, and in 
moderation and patience, without ever shrinking from it through weariness or difficulty to work 
above all, with purity of intention and unselfishness, having unceasingly before my eyes death 
and the account I have to render of time lost, talents unused, good not done, and vain 
complacency in success, so baneful to the work of God. All for Jesus, all for Mary, all to imitate 
thee, O Patriarch St Joseph! This shall be my motto for life and eternity. Amen 
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Prayer to St. Joseph during Pandemic 

Protect, O Holy Guardian, this our nation.  Enlighten those responsible for the common good, 
so that they might know — like you do — how to care for those entrusted to their 
responsibility. Grant intelligence of knowledge to those seeking adequate means for the health 
and physical well-being of their brothers and sisters.  Sustain those who are spending 
themselves for those in need, even at the cost of their own safety: volunteers, nurses, doctors 
who are on the front lines in curing the sick.  Bless, O St Joseph, the Church: beginning with her 
ministers, make her the sign and instrument of your light and your goodness.  Accompany, O St 
Joseph, our families: with your prayerful silence, create harmony between parents and their 
children, in a special way with the youngest.  Preserve the elderly from loneliness: grant that no 
one might be left in desperation from abandonment and discouragement.  Comfort those who 

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/memorare-to-st-joseph-350


are the most frail, encourage those who falter, intercede for the poor. With the Virgin Mother, 
beg the Lord to liberate the world from every form of pandemic. Amen 

Laudate App  2.73 

Novenas 

USCCB Novena to St. Joseph  Novena with video reflections by Bishops 

Year of St. Joseph | USCCB 

Novena Brochure for Novena 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/novena-saint-joseph-english.pdf 

 

St. Joseph the Worker  Brother Andre Novena    Short daily prayers 

Day 1:  Dear St. Joseph, today we honor you as foster father of Jesus Christ. As Jesus obeyed 

your every request on earth as a command, we know that He would not change now that you 

are at His side in Heaven. Please pray for our families and our petitions (name them). St. Joseph 

and Brother Andre, pray for us!   

Day 2: St. Joseph, today we honor you as the virginal spouse of Mary. Ask Jesus for an increased 

devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary and yourself. St. Joseph and Brother Andre hear our 

petitions (name them). St. Joseph and Brother Andre, pray for us.   

Day 3: St. Joseph, today we honor you as the man chosen by God, to be the person closest to 

Jesus and Mary.  May we honor God through this immense honor He gave to you. St. Joseph, 

and Brother Andre, hear our petitions (name them).   

Day 4: St. Joseph, today we honor you as God's faithful servant. Inspire us to be just as faithful 

to Him. St. Joseph and Brother Andre, hear our petitions (name them).   

Day 5: St. Joseph we honor you as Patron of the Universal Church. You were given this 

designation long ago in the hearts of Catholics. May we come to seek your protection always. 

St. Joseph and Brother Andre, hear our petitions (name them).   

Day 6: St. Joseph, we honor you today as Patron of Families. You watched out for Jesus and 

Mary at all times. Bring our families closer together in our walk to His eternal kingdom. St. 

Joseph and Brother Andre, hear our petitions (name them).   

Day 7: St. Joseph, today we honor you as Patron of Workers. We pray for the unemployed, 

underemployed, those who are working under stress and all those who labor daily. May you be 

our example of honorable work for God. St. Joseph and Brother Andre, hear our petitions 

(name them).   

https://www.usccb.org/saint-joseph
https://www.usccb.org/resources/novena-saint-joseph-english.pdf


Day 8: St. Joseph, We honor you as Friend of the Suffering. We ask your help with those of us 

and in our families who are sick. Please grant them all possible assistance in God's will for their 

lives. St. Joseph and Brother Andre, pray for our petitions (name them).   

Day 9: St. Joseph, Patron of a Happy Death, today we ask you to be our patron at the moment 
of death. May you lead us to Jesus safely away from any temptation at the last moment. St. 
Joseph and Brother Andre, pray for our petitions (name them). 
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