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Introduction

Welcome to the seventh Monthly Newsletter of the Office of Divine Worship of the 
Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon. We hope to provide news with regard to liturgical topics 
and events of interest to those in the Archdiocese who have a pastoral role that involves the 
Sacred Liturgy. The hope is that the priests of the Archdiocese will take a glance at this 
newsletter and share it with those in their parishes that are interested in the Sacred Liturgy. 
This Newsletter is now available as an iBook through Apple and always available in pdf format 
on the Archdiocesan website. It will also be included in the weekly priests’ mailing. If you 
would like to be emailed a copy of this newsletter as soon as it is published please send your 
email address to Anne Marie Van Dyke at amvandyke@archdpdx.org. Just put DWNL in the 
subject field and we will add you to the mailing list. All past issues of the DWNL are available 
on the Divine Worship Webpage.

We would like to wish all of our readers a very Happy and Blessed Easter. We know that this 
time of the solemn celebration of the Passion and the Resurrection of Our Lord can be an 
intense period for those who minister in sacred liturgy; we thank you for all your hard work 
and hope you enjoy some relaxation after the celebrations.

If you have a topic that you would like to see explained or addressed in this newsletter please 
feel free to email this office and we will try to answer your questions and treat topics that 
interest you and perhaps others who are concerned with Sacred Liturgy in the Archdiocese. 

mailto:amvandyke@archdpdx.org
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CHAPTER 1
Evangeliary - Book of the Gospels
The Book of the Gospels or Evangeliary contains the full text of the 
passages from all four gospels that the deacon or priest is to read or 
chant at Mass on Sundays and Solemnities in the course of the 
liturgical year. Usually the Book of the Gospel is more properly used 
when a deacon is present at Holy Mass, however it can be used without 
a deacon. The use of the Book of the Gospels is not mandatory, and the 
gospel readings are also included in the standard Lectionary.

The Book of the Gospels, if used, is brought to the altar in the entrance 
procession, but the Lectionary is not. When carried in procession, the 
Book of the Gospels is held slightly elevated, though not in front of the 
face or over the head. It is particularly proper for the deacon to carry 
the Book of the Gospels in procession, as the reading of the gospel is 
his particular ministry. When there is no deacon, the Book may be 
carried by a lector [GIRM 120], however this is only an option and if 
exercised should never detract from or be confused with the diaconal 
ministry.

Upon reaching the altar, the deacon or lector bows in veneration of the 
altar, then places the Book upon the altar, where it remains until the 
Gospel procession.

During the singing of the Gospel Chant, the deacon (who before 
proclaiming the gospel receives the priest's blessing), or in his absence, 
a priest, removes the Book from the altar and processes with it to the 
ambo. If incense is used, the Book of the Gospels is censed by the 
deacon before the reading or chanting. An altar server or acolyte will 
swing the censer slowly during the reading or chanting. The Book of 
the Gospels remains on the ambo until the Mass concludes, unless it is 
taken to a bishop to be kissed, after which it may be placed on the 
credence table or another appropriate and dignified place [GIRM 175].

The Book of the Gospels is never carried out of the church in 
procession at the conclusion of Holy Mass. 

The GIRM repeats that when the Book of the Gospels is carried in 
procession it should be ‘sightly elevated’ (parum elevatum). It makes no 
practical sense to carry the Book of the Gospels in front of the face since 
this would hinder sight and to carry the Book over the head would seem 
an unnecessary exaggeration of the instruction. Therefore, a solution 
would be that when holding the Book of the Gospels the top of the Book 
should be just below the line of sight. 

The Extraordinary Form rubrics state that the Evangeliarium should be 
carried by the deacon ante pectus (in front of the breast) with the opening 
facing to his left. Traditionally the right hand takes the Book at the top of 
the cover and the left hand is placed on the bottom.

It is interesting to note that in the Mozarabic Rite the Book of the Gospels 
is carried by a deacon in procession to and from the place of proclamation 
with a humeral veil covering the Book for added solemnity.

When the deacon is assisting the Bishop, he carries the book to him to be 
kissed In more solemn celebrations, as the occasion suggests, a Bishop 
may impart a blessing to the people with the Book of the Gospels. [GIRM 
175]



CHAPTER 2

Sacred Silence
Silence has always been part of prayer, St. John of the Cross famously said 
that “Silence is God’s first language.” It has thus always been an important 
part of the Sacred Liturgy. The Second Vatican Council states with regard to 
active participation: “...at the proper times all should observe a reverent 
silence.” [SC 30]

The current GIRM mentions silence some twenty-two times and indeed has 
a section which emphasizes the proper place and the correct observance of 
silence during the Sacred Liturgy.

The GIRM states: “Sacred silence also, as part of the celebration, is to be 
observed at the designated times. Its purpose, however, depends on the time 
it occurs in each part of the celebration. Thus within the Act of Penitence 
and again after the invitation to pray, all recollect themselves; but at the 
conclusion of a reading or the homily, all meditate briefly on what they have 
heard; then after Communion, they praise and pray to God in their hearts.” 
It continues: “Even before the celebration itself, it is commendable that 
silence to be observed in the church, in the sacristy, in the vesting room, and 
in adjacent areas, so that all may dispose themselves to carry out the sacred 
action in a devout and fitting manner.” [45]

During the Sacred Liturgy the first period silence called for is at the 
Penitential Rite when the faithful are asked to reflect on their sins and make 
a general confession. Then at the Opening Prayer the priest invites the 
people to pray. All, together with the priest, observe a brief silence so that 
they may be conscious of the fact that they are in God’s presence and may 
formulate their petitions mentally. The same brief period of silence should 
also be observed at the Prayer after Communion unless a period of silence 
has been observed after Holy Communion. [GIRM 165]

Of course the two most important periods of silence during Mass are after 
the homily and after Holy Communion. During this period of silence after 
the homily those present are invited to ponder the WORD presented in 
Sacred Scripture and expounded in the homily and after Holy Communion 
we are invited to contemplate the WORD made flesh.

In his Wednesday General Audience on 10 January 2018, Pope Francis continued 
his catechesis on the Holy Eucharist by encouraging priests not to be in a hurry 
and neglect the moment of silence following the Mass’s opening prayer. 

Pope Francis said: “Silence is not reduced to the lack of words, but in being open 
to listen to other voices: That of our heart and, especially, the voice of the Holy 
Spirit.” He continued: “The nature of silence in liturgy changes depending on the 
moment it takes place, he added, representing an opportunity to collect during 
the penitential act and the call to prayer, a chance to meditate after the readings 
and homily, and a moment for praise after Communion.”

The Pope encouraged priests to pay more attention to the liturgy’s calls for 
silence especially at the collect. He said: “The priest’s ‘Collect’ puts together all of 
these intentions brought forward during the moment of silence. I strongly 
recommend priests not to be in a hurry and observe this moment of silence, 
which without wanting to we risk neglecting.”

Holy Father ended his audience by saying: “In the Roman Rite the prayers are 
concise but full of meaning: many beautiful meditations can be made on these 
prayers. So beautiful! Going back to meditating on the texts, even outside of 
Mass, can help us learn how to turn to God, what to ask, what words to use. May 
the liturgy become for all of us a true school of prayer.”



CHAPTER 3

Misal Romano Update

Misal Romano, Tercera Edición 
• This edition of the Misal Romano is the first Spanish 

Missal specifically approved for use in the United States.
• Officially it may first be used on Pentecost which is May 

20, this year, although copies may not be available on 
that day.

• The text and music is in the hands of the publishers and 
although it was to be delivered May 1, due to some last 
minute corrections by the USCCB delivery to the 
publishers is now expected on 21 May. 

• This edition’s use is compulsory in the dioceses of the 
United States on the First Sunday of Advent   (December 
2, 2018). 

• It is being published by Catholic Book Publishing, The 
Liturgical Press, and Magnificat. 

• A lot of music has been added to the text, equal to the 
English edition. There will be music workshops planned 
by OCP - more details to follow.

• The Archdiocese of Portland has chosen Liturgical Press 
and Magnificat as its preferred suppliers.

• The new artwork for the Lit. Press missal has been 
provided by the artist Emanuel Franco-Gomez, OCarm.

• Magnificat is only offering an Altar Edition (11.5”x9”).



CHAPTER 4

The Dedication of a Church

The rite for the dedication of a church and an altar is rightly considered 
among the most solemn liturgical services. A church is the place where 
the Christian community is gathered to hear the word of God, to offer 
intercession and praise to him, and above all to celebrate the holy 
mysteries, and it is the place where the holy sacrament of the eucharist 
is kept. Thus it stands as a special kind of image of the Church itself, 
which is God’s temple built from living stones. And the altar of a 
church, around which the holy people of God gather to take part in the 
Lord’s sacrifice and to be refreshed at the heavenly meal, stands as a 
sign of Christ himself, who is the priest, the victim, and the altar of his 
own sacrifice. 

These rites, found in the second book of the Roman Pontifical, were 
revised and simplified in 1961. Nevertheless it was judged necessary to 
revise the rites again and to adapt them to contemporary conditions in 
view of the purpose and the norms of the liturgical reform that Vatican 
II set in motion and fostered. Currently the only English translation of 
the Dedication of a Church and an Altar was provided by ICEL in 1989. 
This translation in use in the United States was approved for use ad 
interim by the Bishops of England and Wales. 

The USCCB has recently received approval for the revised translation 
of the Order of Dedication of a Church and an Altar, approved by the 
U.S. bishops in November 2013. This is the first text the USCCB have 
received back from the Congregation for Divine Worship and 
Discipline of the Sacraments since Pope Francis promulgated Magnum 
principium. Indeed, the decree had the word confirmatio instead of 
recognitio. The CDWDS gave several suggestions about possible 
modifications, but allowed more decision-making on the local level. It 
will have a fair amount of music in it - mostly psalms, antiphons and 
chants. It will be published by the USCCB later in 2018.

Through his death and resurrection, Christ became the true and perfect temple of 
the New Covenant and gathered together a people to be his own.  
This holy people, made one as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one, is the 
Church that is, the temple of God built of living stones, where the Father is 
worshiped in spirit and in truth.

Rightly, then, from early times ‘church’ has also been the name given to the 
building in which the Christian community gathers to hear the word of God, to 
pray together, to receive the sacraments, and to celebrate the eucharist.  
Because the church is a visible building, it stands as a special sign of the pilgrim 
Church on earth and re f lec ts the Church dwel l ing in heaven.  
When a church is erected as a building destined solely and permanently for 
assembling the people of God and for carrying out sacred functions, it is fitting 
that it be dedicated to God with a solemn rite, in accordance with the ancient 
custom of the Church. 

The church greatly encourages the celebration of the Anniversary of the 
Dedication of each parish church. This should be done with an elevated solemnity 
where possible; using the Common of the Dedication of a Church as found in the 
Roman Missal and its associated readings. 

One of the Most Beautiful Liturgies of the Church

Archbishop Sample anoints the walls of St. Joseph the Worker in Portland.



CHAPTER 5
Archdiocesan Liturgical Handbook
On 3 June this year the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon will publish its new 
Liturgical Handbook. This book, in preparation for many months, will draw 
together in one place the Liturgical Norms of the Universal Church with some 
theological considerations and practical suggestions for planning and executing the 
Sacred Liturgy in the Archdiocese.

One of the Pastoral Priorities of the Archdiocese is to elevate the experience of the 
Sacred Liturgy for the faithful in the local church. Archbishop Sample has asked 
his priests and laity to aim for a more beautiful, more reverent and more prayerful 
experience of the Sacred Liturgy - this Handbook will give our parishes the tools 
that they need to achieve this goal.

An extensive document, covering many aspects of the celebration of the liturgy, the 
chapters have been arranged so as to give a theological foundation to the Sacred 
Liturgy and to place the Holy Eucharist at the center of our liturgical practice.  

The Handbook, is intended to serve as a guide to many of the aspects of the 
liturgical life of our diocese. It will be of interest to all those in our parishes 
involved with the celebration of the liturgy. It is intended in the first place for 
priests and deacons, but also for the lay religious and laypeople who are engaged in 
a great variety of roles in ensuring that the Church in our Archdiocese is true to 
herself – one, holy, catholic and apostolic, but also alive, praying, caring and by 
God’s grace spiritually growing. 

Apart from Sacred Scripture, many wonderful teaching documents of the Church 
are referenced, all of which would bear careful re-reading and pondering in prayer. 
Pride of place is taken by the General Instruction of the Roman Missal [GIRM]. 
They are not documents written to gather dust in forgotten corners, but to rouse 
and encourage committed Catholic people, and they have changed many lives. 
Particularly frequent are the appearances of the documents of the Second Vatican 
Council, with all their power to challenge us to deeper faith and to greater deeds 
for the Lord and for those for whom he sacrificed his life. The document on the 
Sacred Liturgy Sacrosanctum Concilium features prominently.

We hope that this new document will be an invaluable tool for all involved in the 
Sacred Liturgy and will serve to ensure that there is a common and elevated 
experience of the Sacred Liturgy in the Archdiocese.

This project has been placed under the protection of St. Joseph, Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Ite ad Joseph!

“The Most Holy Eucharist, “stands at the centre of the Church's life”, since it truly 
“contains the Church's entire spiritual wealth: Christ himself, our Passover and Living 
Bread.” “The Church has received the Eucharist from Christ her Lord not as one gift – 
however precious – among so many others, but as the gift par excellence, for it is the 
gift of himself, of his person in his sacred humanity, as well as the gift of his saving 
work.” That surpassing gift of the Eucharist is where the Church draws her life, the 
dynamic force of all her activity and and her whole sense of purpose and direction. As 
the Second Vatican Council proclaimed, the Eucharistic sacrifice is “the source and 
summit of the Christian life”. 

The celebration of the Mass is the action of Christ and the People of God arrayed 
hierarchically. It is the center of the whole Christian life for the Church both universal 
and local, as well as for each of the faithful individually. In it is found the high point 
both of the action by which God sanctifies the world in Christ and of the worship that 
the human race offers to the Father, adoring him through Christ, the Son of God, in the 
Holy Spirit. In it, moreover, during the course of the year, the mysteries of redemption 
are recalled so as in some way to be made present. Furthermore, the other sacred 
actions and all the activities of the Christian life are bound up with it, flow from it, and 
are ordered to it.”

- From the opening text of the New Liturgical Handbook

The Blessed Death of St. Joseph from an altarpiece in Lille Cathedral



CHAPTER 6

New Archdiocesan 
Vestments

The Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon has recently approved a design 
for a Chasuble and Dalmatic to be used by all clergy in Archdiocesan 
Celebrations of the Eucharist.

The design approved by the Archbishop after consultation with the 
Presbyteral Council and the Office of Divine Worship has been furnished 
by the American manufacturer CM Almy.

The material used for these elegant vestments is a poly-damask material 
(Pavia) and is highlighted with a gold orphrey (Valencia). The Pavia 
material incorporates a classic quatrefoil design which invokes the 
ancient Christian imagery of the cross of Christ. The Valencia poly-
damask 3.5 inch orphrey, is edged with colorful metallic galloon with a 
pattern that repeats every 11.25 inches. All vestments are fully satin-
lined. Both the Chasuble and Dalmatic are available in two sizes.

In addition CM Almy are offering a Principal Concelebrant chasuble, 
with a St. Andrew Cross design for use in archdiocesan parishes and with 
it comes an option of a burse and chalice veil. For more information on 
this vestment please contact the Office of Worship.

Parishes or individuals that are experiencing financial difficulties may 
apply for a grant to help with the purchase of these vestments. Please 
approach the Office of Divine Worship for more details. Members of the 
faithful who wish to purchase any of these vestments for their parish or 
for a priest or a deacon may do so directly via CM Almy. Please check 
with the recipients prior to purchase to avoid duplication.

Please order HERE by 6 April 2018 to ensure delivery in time for the 
Priesthood Ordinations on 2 June.

http://www.almy.com/HotSpotPage.aspx?HotSpot=aop
http://www.almy.com/HotSpotPage.aspx?HotSpot=aop


CHAPTER 7

Mary, Mother of the Church
To be celebrated on the Monday after Pentecost Sunday the new Memorial 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of the Church will take place on Monday 
21 May of this year. Pope Francis has decreed that this Memorial should be 
obligatory for the whole Roman Rite Church. 

With a Decree dated 11 February 2018, the 160th anniversary of the first 
apparition of the Virgin at Lourdes, the Congregation for Divine Worship 
and the Discipline of the Sacraments implements the decision of Pope 
Francis, requiring that the Memorial of the “Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of 
the Church” be inscribed in the General Roman Calendar. Attached to the 
Decree were the relevant liturgical texts in Latin for the Mass, the Liturgy of 
the Hours and the Roman Martyrology. The Episcopal Conferences will 
approve the translation of the texts they need and, after receiving their 
confirmation, will publish them in the liturgical books for their jurisdiction. 
A full Mass formulary with Entrance  and  Communion  Antiphons  – is 
already included within the Roman Missal from the Votive Masses: (10.) 
Blessed Virgin Mary, (B.) Our Lady, Mother of the Church. White vestments 
are worn.

The liturgical commemoration of the ecclesial motherhood of Mary had 
already found a place among the Votive Masses of the editio altera of the 
Missale Romanum of 1975. Then, during the pontificate of Saint John Paul 
II, the possibility was granted to Episcopal Conferences of adding the title 
“Mother of the Church” to the Litany of Loreto (cf. Notitiae 1980, p. 159); 
and on the occasion of the Marian Year the Congregation for Divine Worship 
published other Mass formularies for Votive Masses under the title of “Mary, 
Mother and Image of the Church” in the Collectio missarum de Beata Maria 
Virgine. In the course of the years the insertion of the celebration “Mother of 
the Church” into the proper calendars of some countries, such as Poland and 
Argentina, on the Monday after Pentecost was also approved. In other cases 
the celebration was inscribed in particular places such as Saint Peter’s 
Basilica, where Blessed Paul VI proclaimed the title, as well as in the Propers 
of Religious Orders and Congregations.

Details of the prayers and the readings to be used for this new Memorial 
have been provided by the USCCB and can be found HERE.

Memorial of Mary Mother of the Church
Monday 21 May 2018

http://www.usccb.org/about/divine-worship/liturgical-calendar/mother-of-the-church.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/divine-worship/liturgical-calendar/mother-of-the-church.cfm


CHAPTER 8
Where is the Liturgy Celebrated? 

Man is characterized in his existence by two fundamental coordinates: 
space and time, two realities that he does not construct for himself but 
that are given to him. Man is bound by space and time, and so is his 
prayer to God. Whereas prayer, in as much as simple religious act, can be 
done anywhere, the liturgy, instead, in as much as public and ordered 
worship, requires a place, usually a building, where it can be carried out 
as a sacred rite.

The edifice of Christian worship is not the equivalent of the pagan 
temple, where the shrine with the effigy of the divinity was also 
considered in some way the dwelling of the latter. As Saint Paul says to 
the Athenians, “God does not live in shrines made by man” (Acts of the 
Apostles 17:24).

A further stage is present in the Gospel according to John, when Christ 
says, during his meeting with the Samaritan woman: “But the hour is 
coming , and now is, when the true worshippers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth” (John 4:23). This does not mean, in the light of the 
Gospel, that there should not be a public worship or sacred building. The 
Lord does not say that there should not be places for worship in the New 
Covenant; in the same way, in the prophecy about the destruction of the 
Temple, He does not say that there should no longer be any building 
constructed in honor of God, but rather that there should not be only one 
exclusive place.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church insists on the fact that the 
churches (as buildings) “are not simply gathering places but signify and 
make visible the Church living in this place, the dwelling of God with men 
reconciled and united in Christ” (n. 1180).

Each month we publish an extract from various studies commissioned by the Pontifical Office 
of Liturgical Celebrations under the guidance of Msgr. Guido Marini, which will be of interest 
to those who are concerned with Sacred Liturgy.

In the early Christian period, the typical form of the church building became the basilica 
with large rectangular central naves, which end in a semi-circular apse. This type of 
building corresponded to the needs of the Christian liturgy and, at the same time, gave the 
builders great liberty for the choice of individual architectural and artistic elements. The 
basilica also expresses an axial orientation, which opens the assembly to the transcendent 
and eschatological dimensions of the liturgical action. In the Latin tradition, the 
disposition of the liturgical space with the axial orientation remained normative and today 
also it is regarded as the most appropriate, because it expresses the dynamism of a 
community journeying towards the Lord.

As Benedict XVI affirms, “the nature of the Christian temple is defined by the liturgical 
action itself” (Sacramentum Caritatis, n. 41). Because of this, the projection of the sacred 
fittings (altar, tabernacle, seat, ambo, baptistery, place of Penance) cannot only follow 
functional criteria. Architecture and art are not extrinsic elements to the liturgy and do not 
have a purely decorative function. Hence, the commitment to build or adapt churches 
must be permeated by the spirit and the norms of the liturgy of the Church, that is, of that 
lex orandi which expresses the lex credendi, and from this stems the great responsibility 
of planners and of customers.

Commentary on Nos. 1079-1186 of the Catechism

The first reader who can name the church to which the the sanctuary opposite belongs will 
win a hardcover copy of the new book by Dr. Scott Hahn “The Fourth Cup”. Send your 
answers to amvandyke@archdpdx.org.
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mailto:amvandyke@archdpdx.org

